A new source of endothelial progenitor cells--vascular biology redefined?
The initial discovery of endothelial progenitor cells (EPCs) in tandem with emerging concepts in stem cell biology has generated enormous interest and excitement in fields as diverse as tissue engineering, regenerative medicine, and tumor and vascular biology. A recent paper by Ingram et al. identifies a complete hierarchy of EPCs in the vessel wall, providing a new framework for classification of cells supporting endopoiesis akin to that previously established for hematopoiesis. This could have fundamental implications for our understanding of the role of the endothelium and, more specifically, the role of EPC interfacing with the vessel wall in health and disease.